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Bill would require police to impound drunks' cars 

Associated Press
TRENTON

A federal lawmaker plans to reintroduce a bill inspired by a New Jersey law that would require police to impound the vehicle of a person charged with drunken driving.

Sen. Jon Corzine, D-N.J., said Monday the federal bill would prompt other states to pass similar laws aimed at keeping drunken drivers off the road. Those states that don' t pass laws would risk losing federal highway funding.

Corzine introduced the bill last year, but no action was taken on it. He said he will reintroduce it during the Senate session that begins in January.

The bill is inspired by New Jersey's "John's Law," named after Navy Ensign John Elliott. The 22-year-old from Egg Harbor was driving home from the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md., for his mother's birthday when he was killed on July 22, 2000.

Elliott's car was hit head-on by a drunken driver who had been arrested hours earlier and was released into the custody of a friend. The friend returned the drunken driver to his car. Elliott and the drunken driver were both killed. 

Under the federal bill, police would be required to give a written notice to a 

person who picks up the drunken driver, warning that he could face charges if the impaired driver again gets behind the wheel. There were 17,448 drunken driven deaths in 2001, up from 
16,792 in 2000, according to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.

