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New Jersey Family Receives National Drunk Driving Prevention Award
Washington, D.C. – William and Muriel Elliott of Egg Harbor Township, N.J. have been named the recipients of the 2004 Citizen Activist Award by the National Commission Against Drunk Driving (NCADD).  The Elliotts were selected for the prestigious award for their work to prevent drunken driving tragedies through the HERO Campaign for Designated Drivers® and the John Elliott Foundation, which they established in memory of their son, Navy Ensign John Elliott. They received the award today at ceremonies held here at the historic Army Navy Club.

The NCADD awards are presenting annually to individuals, corporations, states and law enforcement agencies that have made outstanding contributions to prevent drunken driving tragedies. Alcohol related crashes kill more than 18,000 Americans annually and injure another 350,000 (source: National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.) The NCADD is the successor to the national commission established by President Reagan in 1982 to produce the first national report on the drunken driving epidemic. The commission represents a national coalition of public and private agencies, corporations and foundations to combat drunken driving.    
Ensign Elliott was killed in July, 2000 in a collision with a drunk driver, while driving home from Annapolis, MD, where he had graduated two months earlier from the U.;S. Naval Academy. John Elliott was preparing to enter Naval Flight Officer School that September and was heading home for his mother’s birthday celebration at the time of his death.  The circumstances surrounding his death led to a precedent setting trial that attracted national media attention after NJ State Police released a man arrested from drunk driving to a friend who put him back behind the wheel while still intoxicated. 
Less than an hour later Ensign Elliott and the DUI suspects died when the drunken driver’s SUV slammed head-on into the young naval officer’s car, killing both men. The tragedy led to a precedent setting trial attracting national media attention when the man who put his friend back behind the wheel was criminally charged with vehicular homicide as an accomplice in the fatal crash.
Over the past four years the Elliott save campaigned tirelessly for John’s Law, first passed in  New Jersey, which requires police to impound the cars of suspected drunk drivers for up to 12 hours, and issue responsibility warnings to those who pick them up from police. The law also has been passed in Boston, Mass, and a similar version in Maryland. A national version that would make states eligible for federal highway grants has been passed by both houses of Congress and is awaiting final approval.

The HERO Campaign® is active in cities form Boston to Key West, Florida, on a number of colleges, and in the stadiums of professional sports teams such as the New York Giants and Jets, Baltimore Ravens, and the Philadelphia Phillies. Numerous law enforcement, transportation and alcoholic beverage associations have also endorsed the program, which asks the public to help combat drunk driving with the message: “Be a  HERO. Be a Designated Driver.”  Over the summer, HERO Campaign toll booth signs were displayed over the entire length of New Jersey’s Garden State Parkway.
In September, the Elliotts received the Governor’s Representatives Award by the New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety. 

The HERO Campaign and John Elliott have been featured on NBC Today, Good Morning America, and the CBS Early Show. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is currently airing a national TV commercial featuring video coverage of John Elliott’s Naval Academy commencement ceremonies.
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