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RAMSEY - The way Bill Elliott sees it, Ramsey is setting the pace again. 

The only track athlete who could outrun the Waldwick native back in high school was from Ramsey. 

This time it was the Borough Council that took the lead when it unanimously adopted John's Law II last week, named after Elliott's late son. 

"I told them, 'You're beating Waldwick again," Elliott said. 

Ramsey was the first municipality in Bergen County to adopt a new law to stiffen penalties for intoxicated motorists. The borough took its tough stance one step further when Mayor Richard Muti declared March "HERO Campaign Month."

"This, I hope, will be the start of something that will spread throughout Bergen County," Muti said.

Muti, a former prosecutor who claims he personally brought to justice more than 2,000 drunk drivers, mentioned John's Law II to the council after meeting Elliott at a conference late last year.

The local law allows police to detain DWI suspects for up to eight hours or until their blood alcohol level drops to 0.05.

It is an offshoot of John's Law I, a state law passed in 2001 that requires police to impound a suspected drunken driver's car for up to 12 hours if no passenger can take the wheel.

The law is named after Naval Ensign John Elliott, an Egg Harbor Township man who was killed by a drunken driver in a July 2000 head-on collision in Upper Pittsgrove Township. The vehicle was being driven by a man who earlier that day had been arrested for drunk driving and released. 

Since the accident, Bill Elliott has been campaigning to toughen the punishment for DWI. Elliott also began The HERO Campaign for Designated Drivers. Its motto is "Be a Hero. Be a designated Driver."

"If someone would have driven home [drunken driver] Michael Pangle, he would be a hero because he would have saved John's life," Elliott said. 

The HERO Campaign has been promoted through signs at the toll plazas on New Jersey highways and at the Meadowlands Sports Complex. 

Throughout March, the Ramsey Municipal Alliance Against Drug and Alcohol Abuse will try to get restaurants and bars in town to support the campaign. The alliance, in conjunction with student groups, will also sell blue wristbands that say "Be a Hero." 

The Ramsey Golf and Country Club was the first business to sign on to the campaign. A plan for promoting it is being worked out. 
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